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Very little specific da.a concerning land n.»werslni vin Jwangtung ic
published in Communist land rcform reaczmg materia . msant for the
public and for land refornm training classes.

About two weelss before Lhe new land reform pelicy as foraulated |:|
the Communists borrowed library copies o CIIFEN Hai-seng's

+ English-language study of the vicinity of Canton, nd had the figures
translated into Chinese. The translated figures w re never published
for public information. CI'20's data was collocte & *nnt F Years ago.
le was not a Cmtomse, and had no previous acqualitance with the
local comiitions he was Jtuay,mgg Furthermore, the i olu perzonmel
who helped him collect the data were noh well-trained or supﬁ,r*nuede.
Consequently, the figures are based lergely on guc:swork of local
villagers. i

Occasionaliy newspapers publish specizl articles o1, land reform con-
ditions in specific vw.._age.,, Lt the data on land distrivution is
for the wost part not well collected and Jormulatel, evidently because
of the inacequate background and education of tae v orkers.

There is ore reliable conteaporsry Kwangtmg villars study availalls
(unpubliished), in which the. dats wss coupnbed with zreat care. This
data disagrees with data on tue sam village collec ued by the Commi-
nist Gove'”mx,nto The governnent figures are mo3bly “Hased on old tax
recerds kept by the Kuomintang regiue, and supileme ried by invesiiga-
tion of doubtf ul property lines. i

In carrying out a land raform progy a“:;g the bigrer }mm ords are ne
misbalrile targets. Icwever, lack of acvurate data will male exoou-
tion of the progran d:.f‘f:.culb in tiae case of small -‘mulor"i.aj ';rl‘o are
quite mumeroug in areas of Mwangtung affected b %> land reform.
Their discentent may grova to be a political .leb.ﬂ”fj’} and ‘mur‘ ig--
securivy will lover the confidence of tiw geonoral 1aral population
in the new ,‘,mrornmentn )

~The land rcf ora.L pragram is the Gc**m"}m.shu most povorful neans of
generating aninosity betireen .
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tne peasant with land, and at the same time ves bim a clearly
recognizable enemy. Lend redistribution is mpanied by a one to
two year drop in agriculiural production, Ne crtheless, the Commu~
nists are speeding land reform in the seuth bicause they require the
ioyalty of the peasants in facing the inbterna’ional crisis,
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7. The order of priority in which areas arc requ.red to complete the
land reform program roughly corresponds to the relative military
irportance of the various areas. #hen the fi-st program of land
reform in Xwangtung was promulgated, only six counties were
supposed to complete the reform in the first sear as an example
to the rest of the province, A1l the six couwties are old Commmi~
nist guerrilla bases in the East River area, hich will again bs
their redoubt in case of trouble. The Govermsent wished to leave
agricultural production in the rest of the provinee undisturbed
as much as possible. When the international situation becare
serions with Chinese Communist participatior in the
Korean war, & and reform program was suddeiily accelerated. 50X1-HUM
Orders to complete it were issued in 21 count es (including the
original six) in the same area. They are all in a mountainous
section suitable for puerrilla activities. The Canton area also is
now included among localities where the progr m must be completed
during the first year., This is to provide the city with a safely
zone where loyal support of the agricwltural -wroducers can be
counted upon.
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